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REHEARSAL. 


1. What was Sworn to be a Warrant, was only a Certificat. 

‘ Two Clergy-Mex only Profecated, when ther were Eight that fign’d it: 
3. Why the ‘Profecution was fo Long Deferr’d. 

"The fhort Notice given of the Profecution. 

5, The Certificat Providentially Retriev’a, 

6, Upon which fome of the Afidavit-Men gave Back. 


a”. But Others Stuck to it. 


8, Mr. Yendal the Mayor came in againft the Clergy-Men. 
9. The whole of this wou’d make a Narrative. 

yo. The Ruin of thefe Clergy Men was Defign’d, 

11. And Intended to Influence Elections, 

12. The Confequence of this, if not Minded. 
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SATURDAY, November 2. 1706. 





OU gave us in your laft, 
Mafter, the Faét of the 
Bufinefs at Oakbampton. 

And you Promis’d fomething Extraordinary 

in the A¢anner of the Profecutton. 


Country-man. 


(1.) Rebearfal. Firft let» me Obferve, That 
the Certificate I gave you in my lait, (and 
which is Fi'd in the Queens Bench, to which 
the two, Clergy-Aten Accus’d Sign’d as Wit- 
neffes) was no Prefs Warrant, or any Warrant 
at all, but a Bare Certificar that Captain C—— 
had Prefi?d this Quint. And this might have 
been made ufe of in Favour of Quint, and 
againft the Captain, if the Captain had Pre/s’4 
bim Jilegally. But that it feems was not the 
Defign of the Profecutson. For how wou'd this 
have Blacken’d the Clerpy ? 

In order to which, this Certificat was 
Sworn into a Wa rant, And thele Clergy- Aten 
Accus’d for Signing it as Fuffices of the 
Peace, upon which there was Five’ Hundred 
Pounds Penalty. 


(2-) In che next place; How came thefe 
two Clergy-men only to be Accus’d and Ex- 
pod in the Revwew ? When ther were Erght 
that Sign’d the Certificar, 4 Clergy-Méen and 
+ Lay-Afen, But Mr. Roberts and Mr. Hrffy 
were Singl’d out to be Whigg-Hunted, be- 
caufe they were High-Church-Men, and for 
Example fake } 


(3.) Conntry-m. Bat I have one Objeétion. 
Since the Whizggs knew that this Certificat 
muft Appear upon the Tryal, and Appear to 
be no Warrant, and confequently the Signing 
itas a Witne/i, not to be Acting in any fort 
as a Juffice of Peace ;, Why then woud they 
brisg on the Profecation, wherein they were 
fure to be Baff’d ? 














this muft have Appear’d. Therefore they 
Deferr’d it, for tull 3 Quarters of a Year. 
In which time as the whole matter, not being 
very Material, might have been Forgot ; and 
fo thefe Clergy-men \efs Capable to make 
their Defence, ot bring Witwefs , fo it was 
a Hunder’d to one whether the Caprasa (a 


| Young man) bad fo long kept a Strap of Pa- 
| per which Signify’d Nothing. Befides the Zleet 
| was foon Expected to Sail, wherein he wa 
‘to go on Board, and fo had been out of 


the way. And before Notice was given of 
the Profecution hé was actually at Plymouth, 
waiting only Sr the Wind to Sui for 
Spain. 


(4.) And the fhort Notice of the Profe- 
cution (contriv’d on Purpofe) hardly gave 
thefe Clergy-Afen time to think of this Cer- 
tificat (which they might have forgot) or of 
any thing elfe for their Defence. And they 
had been Ruin’d but for a Providential Inter- 
pofition, which I come to tell you. And it 
was thus, 

Some Gentlemen in London, and others in 
the Country, having Concerted this Profecution 
with the utmoft Secrecy, Contriv’d and gave 
orders to an Atturney to give Verbal Notice 
to Mr. Huffy and Me Roberts, on Saturday the 
19th. of Faunary, thas the Wednefday imme- 
diatly following a A<otion wou'd be made 
in the Queens Bench for an Information a- 
gainft them, for Jrregular Prattices in the 
Inprefirg of Quiat. And the Atturney was 
Order’d the very felf fame Day, to get the 
Affidavits made before the Meyor of Oakhamp- 
ton, and Difpatch’d to Londen, and Oakhampton 
being near two Hundred Miies from London, 
it was Impoflible for them to make Provi- 
fion for their Defence. Amd they liv’d at 


| fome Diftance from Esch other, “Buc here 


Rehearf. QO, Conntry-man, thereby hangs a | Previdence Interpos’d, and the Adelie of the 
Tail, They were aware of this. And had | Whiggs over-Reach’d it felf,.for the then 
they Immedtately brought on the Profecusion, | Adayor of Oakhampron, not being a, AMafter in 


@oancery, 
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Chancery, Was not a Proper Officer to take 
the: Affidavit. Yet Aalice did not Ceafe or 
Stop. For the Day after the firft Return of 
the Poft, which was Monday the 28th, No- 
tice was given to Mr. Roberts &c. in Scrsptss, 
that the very Wednefday following the A/otson 
for the Informatie: wou'd be made. Here 
they had lefs Time allow’d them than Before. 
Aid had they not after the firfé Allarms 
taken Care to Entertain Mr, X—g for their 
Council, the next thing had been an Apttach- 
ment out againft them. But he, tho’ with 
Difficulty, Obtain’d time for them to the 
firft Day of the following Term to fhew 
Caufe why the Information fhow’d not lie 
againft them. 

(5.) In the mean time thefe Gentlemen 
went to Plymouth, to fee if they Cou’d over- 
take Captain C— who had for fome time 
waited there only for the Wind. And by 
Good Providence they found him there, and 
he had not Loft the Certificar, but gave it 
them, and Attefted on the backfide of it, 
before two Wieneffes, under his Hand, That 
this and no other is the Paper, Sign’d at Oak- 
hampton by the Profecuted Gentlemen at the 
Impreffing of Quint. 

When this was -Produc’d in Court, the 
Profecution did. Appear molt A4alicions and 
Wicked. And the Clergy-Men were Difmift. 


(6.5 Let me here Add, that when it was 
Underftood the Ccrtificat was Recover’d, fe- 
veral of the Whigg-Affidavit-Men began to 
Draw in their Horns, and fome who were 
before Ready to Swear, themRefus’d it. And 
one of the well-wifhers to the Profecusion un- 
warily Dropt words to this Effect, Pox on’ 
‘gras not well tinted, they foon’d have fay’d sill 
the Captain had been gone, and then. — 

«5 However they had Affidavit. Adex who 
Swore thorough ftitch, as they were Direéted. 
Two of them Swore in thefe words, That 
FEREMIAH HUSSY &c. did then and there 
Subferibe their Names, AS FUSTICES OF THE 
PEACE, to the faid Infirnment. Yet one of 
thefe fet his A¢ark tor his Name (fuch 
Fellows they picke up) and we moft fup- 
pofe he knew very well, what it was to 
Actas a Fuffice of Peace! Even Signing a Paper 
which he cou’d net Read. But their Affidavits 
were drawnupfor them. And they Swore them 
upon:Content. Their Director (mention’d in my 
laft) faid, he did not Swear himfelf, but that he 
had thofe who wou’d Swear as he Injiruited 
them, either more or Lefs- 


For Witneffes, like Watches, go, 
Juft as they’r fet, too Fsf# or Slow. 


(8.) Mr. Yendel the Mayor of Oakbampton, 
who himfelf had Sign’d the Cortificat, Came 
in as an Evidence againft thefe Clergy- 
Men who had Sign’d with him. But he 
Swore more Cautioufly than the Journey-Aten- 
Swearers, and faid not they Sign’d as Fujfices of 
ghe Peacee Butthen he putina Strosk which 
might infinuate fome Contrivance in the mat- 


ser, and faid thatthe Paper was Ready Writ- | 


ten. AS ific had beea Concerted beforehand, 


/ 


and brought thither Ready Draws up, . 
as the Captain tore a Piece of Pier al 
his Pocket-Book, and wrote the Certificar th S 
upon the Table before all the Com oe 
And indeed the Wording of the Compe’ 
fhewsit to be an Extempore bulinefs and ae 
much Thought employ’d about it, - . 
Mr. Yendel being Tax’d with this, how he 
Cou’d Swear the Paper was Ready Write, 
Deny‘d it, and faid, Shore I’s never Zed zich 
a Word, Bat the Copy of his Afidavie be. 
ing Appeal'd ta,he Anfwer'd, Whay then ay 
T's did Zea Zo, I's d’a think ch? tere be. 
whiver’d, That is, I fuppofe, Bewitched oy 
fome fuch thing. 


(9-) There are. feveral other Particule, 
in the Account} have of this Profecution, and 
the Management of it, which are too Long 
eo infert here. It wou’d make a Narrarize 
and fit tobe Added to Sr. Roger L’Fffraing: 
his Brief Hiffory of the Times. And word 
Equal any Srorythere, for the Afclice of the 
Coutrivance, the Contrafittory Perjuries, and the 
Manifeft Dete&ion of them. 


(10) Had this. Plor taken Effect, it wov'4 
have Quite Ruin’d thefe two Clergy- Alen, xt 
leaft one of them, who mutt have Sik wader 
a Fine of five Hundered Pounds, the Penaly 
of Acting as Fujtices of the Peace. Andi 
the Certificat had not been fo Providentialy 
Recover’d, they had Wienefés Prepard ty 
have Sworn through an Inch-Board. 


(11.) And whether this wou’d not have 
Influenc’d Eleétions, and was not fo Intend. 
ed, let she World Judge. For who, after 
this, Durft have Yored Contrary to WHIGG. 
-Inclinatious, when they had feen two Clery. 
Men thus Oppre/s’d, and Sworn into Pik 
by a Sete of Perjur’d Affidavit. Men, of the 
vileft Charaéers, and the Scumm of the Pe 
ple? Who if they had Succeeded in this, might 
have been Erected into an Affidavit-Ofia, 
and ferv’d more Purpofes than One. Nomar 
Cou’d fee the End of it. So chat I think 
the Deteftion of this Plot has Prev'd of Pul- 
lick Service, and Benefit to the Nation. 


(12.) But if we will not take Warnin, 
and Confider what Sort of Aten we haves 
mong us, and what the Whiges can fubmit 10, 
to Carry on their Defigns, even what the 
have done, and in Probability ever will do, 
for they are not Chang’d fince the Laft Ag, 
except to the Worfe, 1 fay, if we Lookno 
after them, and be Aware of them, we mi] 
fee this Inftance of Perjury follow'd by others 
Greater moment And no Maa will be Saft. 


ERRATA. 
In laft Wednefdays Col. 3. 1. 66, read Tool 


ADVERTISEMENTS 
The Principles of the Diffenters concerning 





Toleration and Occafional Conformity- 
A Warning for the Church 6 
| England. 
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